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They were called Easy Companyâ€”but their mission was never easy. Immortalized as the Band of

Brothers, they suffered 150% casualties while liberating Europeâ€”an unparalleled record of bravery

under fire. Dick Winters was their commanderâ€”"the best combat leader in World War II" to his men.

This is his storyâ€”told in his own words for the first time. On D-Day, Dick Winters parachuted into

France and assumed leadership of the Band of Brothers when their commander was killed. He led

them through the Battle of the Bulge and into Germany, by which time each member had been

wounded. They liberated an S.S. death camp from the horrors of the Holocaust and captured

Berchtesgaden, Hitler's alpine retreat. After briefly serving during the Korean War, Winters was a

highly successful businessman. Made famous by Stephen Ambrose's book Band of Brothersâ€”and

the subsequent award-winning HBO miniseriesâ€”he is the object of worldwide adulation. Beyond

Band of Brothers is Winters's memoirâ€”based on his wartime diaryâ€”but it also includes his

comrades' untold stories. Virtually all this material is being released for the first time. Only Winters

was present from the activation of Easy Company until the war's end. Winner of the Distinguished

Service Cross, only he could pen this moving tribute to the human spirit.
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Are natural leaders born or made? It seems that Richard D. "Dick" Winters' life has been a quest to

answer that question. And in the final chapters of _Beyond Band of Brothers: The War Memoirs of

Major Dick Winters_, he does provide the answer. Winters, the level-headed commander of Easy

Company, portrayed in Stephen E. Ambrose's book, turned HBO mini-series "Band of Brothers,"



needs no introduction. Written in the autumn of his years, Winters culls a lifetime of inner reflection

and a quest to live in peace, after leading soldiers in some of the most deadly combat of World War

II. The result is a frank, sometimes brutally honest testament to the moral fiber of the American

citizen soldier, who shouldered an undying responsibility to God, country, family, and above all, the

men he led into battle. Sixty years from now, when the events of the Second World War sink ever so

deeper into the pages of history, Winters' message will still be sought. Like the men he led of Easy

Company, he will gain the respect of new generations of soldiers, and, if events mirror those of his

life, continue to save lives.As in a resent biography by Larry Alexander ( _Biggest Brother: ... _

[2005]) Winters pens only a dozen pages of his early life before delving right into his military career.

Winters was the product of many good influences in his upbringing: his family, Mennonite

background, a strong work ethic, and no vices. Unlike Alexander's gallant attempt to penetrate his

subject without much success, Winters' prose is down to Earth. The sense the reader gets of the

words coming from the horse's mouth is reassuring, and holds one's attention. Also unlike

Alexander's biography, Winters refers to the correspondence with his wartime pen-pal, DeEtta

Almon sparingly.
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